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re-constitution of a new Jewish State after twenty cen-
turies of dispersal. The origins of past greatness, as well as
those things in which he foresaw a great future, had for
him an immense attraction. The humble beginnings in
which lie hidden the secret, spiritual sources of brilliant
success, fascinated him by their mystery and their very
humbleness.
The modesty of the French co-operative movement
and absence of any Government support certainly helped
to strengthen his attachment to it. He took a pride in
discovering in an almost invisible germ the spreading
tree it might some day become. His famous address on
the Co-operative Commonwealth, in which his imagina-
tion conceived a social edifice destined in time to shelter
so many happy families, is a model of such anticipations.
How often would he tell, with a kind of rapture, the
wonderful tale of the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers!
On the occasion of the International Co-operative
Congress in 1902, he spoke at Rochdale itself, on the
very spot where, fifty years before, amid the jeers of
neighbours, the little grocer's shop was opened, embryo
of the powerful English co-operatives of to-day. On
that occasion he uttered some of those phrases in which
reverberate with emotion the hidden cords of his being.
"In the days when the pioneers lived/' he cried,
*'there was no lack of economists and eminent socialists.
There were John Stuart Mill, Bastiat, Proudhon. They
paid no attention to the great event which was preparing
in Toad Lane, they never suspected its consequences*
They would have been very astonishec^if they had been
told that, some day when their social systems had no
more disciples and their books scarcely any readers, the
Rochdale Pioneers would count their followers in millions.
"O Pioneers, to you I return thanks, not only for
having given us an organisation which for millions has
obtained comfort and improved conditions of living,
which, as an economist has said, was the only successful
social experiment of the nineteenth century, but above
all for having taught us an admirable lesson in modesty,